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CHESHIRE POLICE DEPARTMENT     

500 Highland Avenue, Cheshire, Connecticut  06410-2296     

(203)271-5500 – 24 Hour Fax (203) 271-5515 – Chief’s Office Fax (203)271-5563 

 

 

Monthly Report from the Town of Cheshire to the Department of Agriculture 

 

January 30, 2025 

 

 

1. CT Reg§ 22-336-17: Pens and Runs 

Animals were placed in cages that did not meet the minimum size 

requirements while primary enclosures were cleaned. 

 There have been no dogs in the facility since this order was implemented. 

The management team is working on both a general order for all police and 

ACO personnel and a procedure manual for the facility that addresses all 

these points. Forms and policies are in final draft stage and will be sent to 

state ACO Baker for review prior to publishing.  

 On January 17th two dogs were brought to the pound to assist Prospect 

MACO.  They were placed in separate kennels and were released (by 

Prospect) to an owner/keeper within two hours.  These dogs were placed in 

clean enclosures and were released prior to the next needed cleaning. 

 On January 22nd two dogs were brought to the pound because their owner 

(and sole caretaker) was admitted to the hospital.  At the time of this report 

they are still in the care of the MACO.  When their individual enclosures are 

cleaned every day, they are moved into new individual enclosures. 

 

2. CT Reg§ 22-336-33: Dog Pound Structure Requirements 

a. Chain link on multiple kennels was broken. 

  We received final quotes for the fence work both inside and outside the 

facility today (01/14/2025). We will forward to DoAG to ensure the scope of 

work complies with state regulations and will schedule the work ASAP. 

 In January (1/14/2025) the scope of the work for repairing the fencing inside 

and outside the facility was sent to the State ACO, the State is requiring full 

blueprints for the entirety of the work before approving it. Chief Dryfe has 

reached out to Brian Humes, of Jacunski-Humes Architects LLC, and we are 

awaiting blueprints to send to the State ACO.  

b. Eight of the trough covers were not installed properly to allow the dogs 
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access to the troughs and could potentially cause injury. 

 Trough covers were fixed in November by DPW personnel. 

 Trough covers that were fixed in November by DPW personnel remain 

fixed. 

c. Flooring surface coating is peeling and cracking and prevents is from 

being cleaned and sanitized properly. 

 We received final quotes for the floor refinishing today (01/14/2025). We will 

forward to DoAG to ensure the scope of work complies with state 

regulations and will schedule the work ASAP. 

 In January (1/14/2025) the scope of the work for repairing the flooring inside 

the facility was sent to the State ACO, they are requiring full blueprints for 

the entirety of the work before approving it.  The Chief has reached out to 

Brian Humes, of Jacunski-Humes Architects LLC, and we are awaiting 

blueprints to send to the State ACO.  

 

3. CT Reg§ 22-336-37: Animal Health 

Food was stored inappropriately (including an open bag of prescription 

food sitting on the wet floor). 

 Food storage was remedied within days of the “inspection” by state ACO 

Wescovich. Racks and sealable containers were purchased and installed so 

food is stored off the floor and in appropriate containers. 

 Unopened food remains stored on metal shelving racks off the floor.  Any 

open food is contained in heavy duty plastic bins.  This is routinely checked 

via LT Miller’s daily checklist. 

 

4. CT Reg § 22-336-38: Sanitation 

Evidence of a mice infestation throughout the facility. 

 A pest control company is under contract to address any rodent issues. I am 

awaiting their initial report, but I believe the issue they found related to 

evidence of rodents outside the facility near the garbage dumpsters not 

inside the area occupied by animals or where food is stored. 

 Brodeur’s pest control responded to the facility on 12/30 for an initial 

inspection and presented a scope of work report (included).  Returned on 

1/6/25 to perform the initial service and set up a rodent control program to 

the interior and exterior of the building.  Returned on 1/15 finding “no activity 

noted in mouse and rat traps.  No new droppings noted on interior” 

Recommends cleaning out the garage and regrading the ground around the 

building.  Noted, “Exterior...rodent bait stations still full of bait.” 

 The garage was emptied on 1/29/25, some clean cages will be returned to it.  

The rest of the contents will be disposed of. 
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5. CT Reg § 22-336-40: Quarantined Animals; Isolation Areas 

Lacked a properly set up isolation area. 

 The run normally used for quarantine/isolation is available now and set up 

as such. At the time of the inspections, all the runs were being used for dogs 

related to the Ling case. 

 The run at the south east corner of the kennel has been designated and 

marked as the isolation/quarantine kennel.  The kennel next to it serves as a 

buffer. Neither has been used. 

 

6. Animal Welfare Violations Under CGS § 53-247 

a. Failing to groom animals as needed for health reasons. 

b. Failure to provide necessary veterinary care. 

c. Failure to protect animals from becoming wet or exposed to chemicals 

while enclosures were being cleaned and disinfected. 
d. Resting surfaces were not dried before allowing animals to use them. 

e. Failure to arrange proper holding of wildlife that needed to be transferred 

to a wildlife rehabilitation facility. 

 There have been no dogs in the facility since this order was implemented. 

The management team is working on both a general order for all police and 

ACO personnel and a procedure manual for the facility that addresses all 

these points. Forms and policies are in final draft stage and will be sent to 

state ACO Baker for review prior to publishing.  

 In January, (as of 1/28/2025) five dogs were brought into the facility.  The 

two previously mentioned dogs (per Prospect MACO) that spent two hours 

here did not require grooming, or vet care, and were released from our care 

prior to their kennels needing cleaning.  The two other dogs previously 

mentioned have been at the facility since 1/22.  These dogs have not 

required grooming, or vet care, and were given a weekly wellness check on 

Friday 1/24.  Enclosures are cleaned daily, and bedding is changed daily.  

The two dogs are moved daily to a new kennel run with dry bedding.  The 

fifth dog is the surrender of the puppy by Alison Ling, this was previously 

agreed upon as it was too young to separate from its mother in Dec.  An 

intake form was completed, and the puppy was entered into Nexgen.  It was 

groomed (bath) because it smelled of essential oils. It was taken to the vet, 

as a continuation of the protocol for the other dogs that Ling returned to the 

pound.  The puppy was adopted out the same day that it was surrendered.  

 

Items 1, 2a-2c, and 5 remain uncorrected, necessitating ongoing monitoring to ensure full 

compliance with applicable health and safety requirements. 
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1. Management and Oversight: 

a. The Respondent is to establish a management team to oversee, review and 

audit the operation of the animal control facility, this shall include a 

designated facility supervisor. 

 The management team shall consist of the Chief of Police or the Deputy 

Chief of Police, and the Support Services Commander.  

 No change. 

b. The management team shall be responsible for the preparation and completion 

of any forms required by statutes, regulations and this Consent Order. 

c. Supervisor will verify daily operations via checklist and ensure that the 

following facility and operational conditions are met: 

i) Animals will be removed from enclosures before cleaning. 

ii) When animals are removed for cleaning, they must be placed in an 

enclosure that is appropriately sized, 

iii) The cleaning process is be done in a timely manner. 

iv) Bedding is changed when soiled or wet. 

v) Enclosures must be fully dried before returning the animals. 

vi) Grooming and bathing will be done as necessary. 

vii) ACO will provide the supervisor with a weekly wellness assessment of all 

animals with photographs. 

 The Support Services Commander (Lt. Miller) is presently conducting these 

daily inspections. It should be noted that since the last of the Ling dogs was 

adopted out, there have been no dogs at the animal control facility. Policies 

and procedures are being drafted that will give specific instruction on (i) 

through (vii). 

 Daily inspections utilizing the daily checklist began on 1/2/25 and have 

continued throughout the month.  Checklists will be among the 

attachments.  For most of the month there were zero dogs impounded. 

 Weekly wellness assessments will be done for any dogs in the care of the 

MACO on Fridays.  The two dogs that entered the facility on 1/22/25 were 

both given a wellness assessment on Friday, 1/24/25. 

 

2. Training: 

a. The Respondent will provide documented training, such as National Animal 

Care and Control Association (NACA) ACO I Training and Certification, to all 

staff and volunteers who have direct contact with any animals in the Town's 

care, control or custody. 

 Lt. Miller and ACO Leiler have enrolled in the NACA ACO 1 training. A 

new assistant ACO started work on Monday, January 13, 2025. Lt. Miller 

has sent an email to state ACO Baker seeking clarification on what 

training the new employee needs as the ACO Academy is not offered until 

the summer of 2025. 

 LT Miller and ACO Leiler continue to progress through this training.  New 

Assistant ACO Kayla Medlyn was enrolled in the training as well and will 



Page 5 of 6 

 

be completing it within 45 days of her start.   

b. The training needs to include proper animal welfare and facility operations 

procedures. It should be at least 25 hours and happen within 45 days of the 

execution of this Consent Order. 

 State ACO Baker approved the above class as meeting the requirement 

and it will be completed within the established timeframe. 

 LT Miller confirmed with State ACO Baker that Medlyn will take the same 

course and will be enrolled in the DoAg training course to take place next 

fall. 

c. This training will be conducted at the Town's expense. 
 The Town paid for the class. 
 The Town paid for Medlyn’s class. 

d. Course syllabus shall be subject to the Commissioner's approval. 

 State ACO Baker, acting as the Commissioner’s designee, approved the 

above class as meeting the requirement. 

 State ACO Baker approved the necessity of Medlyn also taking the 

class and allowed for her to finish with a later due date. 

 

3. Animal Care: 

a. Create an animal intake report as required by CT Reg § 22-336-41 and include 

photo documentation of animals. All animals impounded should have an intake 

report and records shall be maintained till this order is lifted. 

b. Perform medical assessment upon intake to determine if veterinary care is 

necessary and provide care. 

c. Animals kept longer than 30 days shall have a wellness exam performed by a 

veterinarian and documentation should be retained until this order is lifted. 

d. A veterinarian shall examine any animal that requires veterinary care in a 

timely manner, and Respondent shall implement all recommendations for care. 

 

 There have been no dogs in the facility since this order was implemented. 

The management team is working on both a general order for all police and 

ACO personnel and a procedure manual for the facility that addresses all 

these points. Forms and policies are in final draft stage and will be sent to 

state ACO Baker for review prior to publishing.  

 Policy and forms have been sent to State ACO Baker for approval/notes.  

Draft policy was emailed to State ACO Baker on 1/17/25; approval/changes 

pending. That pending; LT Miller has put into use the Daily Checklist, 

Intake/Impound, and Weekly Wellness Checklist forms.  All completed forms 

from January will accompany this report. 

 On 1/14/25 State ACO Baker forwarded a link to a State ACO training folder 

that she said could be modified for specific towns, LT Miller will continue to 

use this link to update Cheshire’s forms and SOPs. 
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“I have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in this document and all 

attachments thereto, and I certify, based on reasonable investigation, including my inquiry of those 

individuals responsible for obtaining the information, that the submitted information is true, accurate 

and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I understand that any false statement made in the 

submitted information may be punishable as a criminal offense under §53a-157b of the Connecticut 

General Statutes and any other applicable law.” 

 

Submitted by LT Miller  

 

 

________________________, personally appeared before the undersigned Notary Public.  

 

________________________________ 

 

 

Sworn to before me this _______day of ____________, _____ 

 

 

                                                                                                        _______________________________

         Notary Public 
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